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N. E. A. Dinner, Des Moines, Iowa 

During the N. E. A. meeting held in 

Des Moines last summer Phi Delta Kappa 

held a very successful dinner. On Tues 

day evening, July 5th, 109 P. D. K., hail 

ing from all corners of our country, gath 

ered around the tables at Younkers Tea 

Rooms. A sumptuous four-course dinner 

was served. After the dinner the men 

from different chapters began vying with 

one another in the matter of song. 

Finally some administrative spirit in the 

throng took it upon himself to give or 

ganization to the medley and called on 

various chapters for their stunt. Texas 

was awarded the prize by unanimous 

vote, the one lone representative from 

the Lone Star State giving the company 
a real musical treat. At the conclusion 

of a general songfest, in which all took 

part regardless of music ability, Presi 

dent Lindsay of the host chapter, in the 

absence of any national officers, held a 

roll call of chapters. The men repre 

senting the various chapters were asked 

to rise in response to the chapter name. 

This part of the program was enjoyed by 

all present, as it gave the brothers an op 

portunity to get something of a personal 

touch with far distant chapters. The 

majority of the chapters were repre 

sented, the groups running from one. man 

up to fifty. Few of the men present had 

ever before had the fact of P. D. K.'s 

geographical extent and educational 

standing brought so forcibly before them. 

Following this the toastmaster of the 

evening, Dean W. P. Russell of the State 

University of Iowa, was introduced. 

From then on the merriment of the 

evening waned not at all; instead it was 

interspersed with real messages of edu 

cational leadership from the toastmaster 

and from the speakers of the occasion. 

J. H. Beveridge of Omaha, F. J. Kelly 

of Kansas University, and W. A. Jessup 

of the State University, as speakers of 

the evening, all addressed the group 

present in a way that will go far toward 

building up higher ideals of Phi Delta 

Kappa membership. 

E. E. LINDSAY (Epsilon). 

Chapter News Letters 

The PHI DELTA KAPPAN acknowl 

edges receipt of chapter news letters as 

follows: 

Upsilon (Northwestern), June, 

1921; Los Angeles Alumni, May, 

1921; San Francisco Alumni?five 

numbers?May, June, July, August 
and September, 1921. 

The Upsilon news letter is exception 

ally good as the news letter for an active 

chapter. It is a neat 14-page mimeo 

graphed communication covering the fol 

lowing subjects: 

The President's Greeting; A Mes 

sage from the President-elect; The 

Fraternity; Programs, Social Affairs, 

Personals, Finances; Report on Na 

tional Membership Campaign; the 

University; President and Faculty, 

School of Education, School of Jour 

nalism; Greater Northwestern and 

New Campus ; Bureau of Appoint 

ments; Exchanges; Editorial; Di 

rectory of Membership. 

The Los Angeles Alumni news letter 

contains a write-up of the May meeting 

of that chapter, and it appears that they 

are doing some excellent work. 

The San Francisco Alumni chapter 

news letter is the only one as far as we 

know that appears every month. It 

takes real organization and a high de 

gree of interest to produce such results. 

Reading any number of this chapter's 
news letter will convince the most skep 
tical that an alumni chapter can do 

worthwhile work. This chapter has set 

the pace for other alumni groups. 

A. J. M. 
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A Fraternity Versus Schoolmasters Club 
for Purposes of Promoting the Profession of Education 

F. J. Kelly, Research Professor and Dean of University Administration, University of Kansas 

Address Delivered at N.E. A., Des Moines Dinner 

IT 

is worth noting at the outset of 

these remarks that I am one of those 

who declined the invitation to join Phi 

Delta Kappa when first invited to do so. 

My reason was that such an organization 

among school men was not democratic. 

I felt that if we were to have a profes 

sional organization with limited mem 

bership it should be a distinctly honor 

society, the membership to be determined 

by distinctiveness of service, or scholar 

ship, or some other objective measure 

which could be made obvious to all the 

men in the profession. I wanted to avoid 

leaving out any of my friends unless they 

could be given some other reason than 

that they were not wanted. 

It is well to note, also, that before go 

ing to Teachers College, where I first de 

clined and later accepted the invitation 

to join Phi Delta Kappa, I was a mem 

ber of the South Dakota Association of 

School Executives. This association was 

one of the most active schoolmasters' 

clubs I have ever known anything about. 

It limited its membership by defining the 

positions men must hold before they 

were eligible. There was little jealousy 

caused by it, and it did some excellent 

work for the cause of education. 

At present I am a member of the Kan 

sas Schoolmasters' Club and enjoy its tri 

yearly meetings very much. It has had 

a long life of service, holding the educa 

tional leadership together in a social way, 

but has spent a good part of its energy 

trying to keep from being misunderstood. 

It contains a fine bunch of school men 

who have no ulterior motive, but they 
are largely prevented from doing con 

structive work by the fear of arousing 

jealousies. 

With these preliminaries I am ready to 

attempt to state why a fraternity serves 

the purpose of advancing the cause of 

education better than a schoolmasters' 

club. 

By a fraternity I mean an organization 

which men join while they are still in 

the professional school, which has a 

ritual with a certain amount of cere 

monial, and which chooses its own mem 

bership by standards more or less na 

tional and more or less local. By a 

schoolmasters' club I mean an organiza 

tion of school men recruited from men 

already in the field limiting its mem 

bership by whatever means it chooses, 

not associated with a national organiza 

tion, and having no ritual with accom 

panying ceremonial. 

My defense of the fraternity as the 

best method of organizing men of kindred 

spirits to promote education rests upon 

the following arguments : 

1. In a profession which depends so 

much upon native aptitudes for its suc 

cess as does education a school or col 

lege of education will miss calling into 

the profession some strong men if it does 

not provide a medium of intimate asso 

ciation for men of kindred spirits. Men 

in college insist on following a line which 

their associates deem popular and manly. 

One of the knottiest problems of the pro 

fession today is to keep young men be 

lieving that teaching is a red-blooded 

man's job. With the rapid feminization 

of our calling, college men are pretty apt 
to think of those preparing to teach as 

sissies. If we can't break that up we may 

as well close up our schools of education 

in universities and leave the preparation 
of teachers to separate teachers' colleges 

where getting ready to teach is socially 

proper. 

One of the best ways of making it so 

cially proper for men to get ready in 
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universities to teach is to have a profes 
sional fraternity which has a member 

ship with all the graces prized by col 

lege men. The standards of admission 

should be such as to make the group life 

appeal to real college men. There should 

be such a mixture of social and profes 
sional in the activities of the fraternity 
that the men will recognize virility as 

one of the essential attributes of a 

teacher. 

As I look about me and see the fine 

men now holding positions of responsi 

bility in our public schools I wonder how 

many of them would be preparing to 

teach if they were attending college to 

day instead of twenty years ago. Most 

of them went through college with little 
or no thought of teaching, but as gradua 
tion time approached they found them 

selves high and dry. They had a college 

education, but what the - could they 
do to earn a living? Ah, teach! At least 

until they found something better or 

made enough money to pay their tuition 

in a law school. But once in the high 
school with a physical geography text in 

their hand asking questions the signifi 
cance of which they had never dreamed 
of until the night before the lesson, they 
soon became interested. Teaching had a 

pull on them. 

If these men were in college today the 
situation would be different. They would 

have to decide while they were juniors 
whether or not they would teach school. 

Then they would have to give up some 

of the courses in chemistry, or geology, 
or history, to take education courses 

with a bunch of girls; fine intellectual 
and social girls, but girls nevertheless. 

Maybe these men would do it, but I'm not 
sure. 

These days prospective teachers are 

labeled two years before graduation. If 

they decline the label then, they can't 

teach when they graduate. We in col 

lege faculties have never taken seriously 

enough the social problem involved in 

getting men as college juniors to make 

the choice for teaching. Many things 
we need to do which are not appropriate 
to mention here, but a fraternity is one 

excellent aid in that appeal. Our ranks 

of trousered patriots is fast thinning and 

must be recruited, 

2. The second argument for a profes 

sional fraternity is that there is a bit of 

mysticism in us all and we in the public 

service of teaching need to have that side 

of our natures touched off with a cere 

monial initiation. Much of the reward 

of teaching must always come from the 

feeling that we labor in a worthy cause. 

It is futile for us to hope that in money 

reward alone we may be paid the equiva 

lent of other professions requiring equal 

ability and preparation. There has al 

ways been a satisfaction in the altruistic 

service aspect of our work which will be 

accepted in lieu of equal money. It is 

right, too, that it should be so. Men have 

always neglected money-making for or 

ganizations affording a chance to do serv 

ice in a good cause, whether that be in 

a battle for one's country, doing the 

thankless job of a school-board member, 

or tending a sick man made brother 

through the Knights Templar. The thing 

necessary to assure this unselfish service 

is to have the man feel his responsibility 
so keenly that he gets satisfaction in 

fulfilling it. Any method that will make 

a man feel more keenly his responsibility 

for the altruistic aspect of the teacher's 

service is bound to bring to him the sort 

of satisfaction, in the doing of that serv 

ice that will give the best guarantees of 

his continuing in it. The initiation in 

Phi Delta Kappa is designed to accom 

plish that end. College men are still ap 

pealed to by the ceremony. The oath, 

the creed, the symbols, all serve to bring 

something of the spirit of the crusader 

to the man who has chosen teaching as a 

life career. They prepare him for joy in 

sacrifice as nothing else will. The pur 

poses, as expressed in the constitution 

of a schoolmasters' club which he will 

be invited to join later on, will make 

their appeal to his intellect, but these 

brothers in Phi Delta Kappa, pledging 
themselves to the high ideals of their 

chosen calling, appeal to his heart. It is 

my contention that the heart is the organ 
that education must rely upon to furnish 



18 THE PHI DELTA KAPPAN 

us heat. With the heat we can make 

steam to take us any distance into the 

scientific aspects of our job, but without 

the heat, the fervor from the heart, we 

shall stall before we have gone the full 

distance along the arduous road of mak 

ing a scientific profession of education. 

3. The third argument for an educa 

tional fraternity is that, after setting 
these high standards, it can wield a great 

influence in spreading these standards 

over the entire profession. Phi Delta 

Kappa will ultimately have chapters in 

all the first-class teacher-training insti 

tutions in the country. Alumni chapters 
will keep the spirit of the fraternity alive 

in most educational communities, cities, 

counties, or states. When that time 

comes, can you imagine a more powerful 

influence for elevating standards, for de 

manding scientific methods, or for de 

nouncing chicanery in education? Here 

we shall have a body of men in educa 

tion, with a common minimum of pro 
fessional training, able to understand the 

significance of certain demands in edu 

cation, banded into a brotherhood ex 

tending the length and breadth of the 

land, and, let us hope, militant enough 
to resist to the last any quackery and 

constructive enough to earn recognition 

as professional leaders. This power can 

not well be so effectively exercised by 

a great delegate body like the N. E. A. 

because the appeal of such an organiza 

tion must always be to the rank and file 

of teachers and not so distinctly to the 

body of leaders who early pledge their 

lives to the high ideals of the profes 

sion. To be sure, the N. E. A. can do 

some things which a fraternity could not 

do, but the important job of recasting our 

calling into a real profession, based upon 
a body of scientific truth, and then se 

curing public recognition for that pro 

fessional status, I believe can be best 

done by a national fraternity, pledged to 

the ideal of research. 

Other lesser arguments might be add 

ed, but I rest the case on the three 

above. We need to recruit strong col 

lege men, fire them with a zeal for the 

altruistic service of education, and or 

ganize them for the building of a real 

profession. For these paramount tasks, 
a fraternity, joined in college, is best 

adapted. It is a job big enough for any 

organization and I have full confidence 

that Phi Delta Kappa is big enough for 

the job. 

A Composite Chapter News Letter 
The Phi Delta Kappan is being printed 

this year by a member of Zeta (Chicago) 

Chapter. From public school work, 

through industrial education, into the 

printing industry has been the path by 
which he has reached his present posi 
tion. Since a number of chapters state 

in this issue that they are intending to 

get out news letters and other kinds of 

information which they may want print 

ed, it has occurred to us that we might 
be rendering a service by saying that 

this member will be glad to correspond 
with any chapter about its fraternity 

printing. By addressing your inquiries 

to the National Secretary, who will pass 

them on to this member, you can get 
some very definite information about the 

size, stock, and cost of such printing as 

you may be planning to have done. 

By "pooling" their news, several chap 
ters could get their news letters printed 

together. Such a publication would 

probably cost each chapter less than for 

each to get out its own alone. Then, 

too, such a standardized form of news 

letter would stimulate each chapter con 

tributing to it to send its very best mate 

rial for this composite publication. 

A. J. M. 

Do you receive the Detroit Educational Bulletin? If not, you are missing 
a monthly treat. It has the Phi Delta Kappa flavor through and through. 

Address your recuest to the Detroit Superintendent of Schools. 
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